HABITAT:
Figuring Out Forests and Streams

In this video, join our four-legged friend and fellow Bay Saver Avett while he investigates forests.

Avett’s Adventure

Hello, fellow Bay Saver! |, Avett the Dog, am exploring forests today with my owner! Before | tell you
everything | have learned about forests, please answer these two questions below.

1. With the help of an adult or a mapping app, look up the distance between the closest forest near you
and the Chesapeake Bay. How far away is it in miles?

2. How do you think that forest can help the Chesapeake Bay and the watershed? Give two examples.

Avett’s Journal Entry: Forests

Today has been crazy busy! Let me start #rom 2¢he
533/‘/7/7/173. AFfter gez‘z‘/‘nﬁ wp and /752\//‘/73 breakfast, I decided 2o
head owtside with ry owwner Zo check out whad was 30//73
on. As we u)a/%eo/ around our yczra/ , L fowund Zhe perfecf
stick. Tt was not too /ong and not oo short. It was rnot
oo thick or oo thin. T was Ar», and it didn e break too
easily. It was perfect!

I chewed on the stick. I chased the stick. I carried it arowund a while. T
LOVE STICKS! While T was /y/ng down re/axl‘ng enith the stick, T got Zo
wondering chere Sticks come From. Sometimes I And therr in the yard, but rnot
every day. Just as I was cOnZ‘em/a/aZ/ng he Source of sticks, the wind blec,
and a large branch landed on Zhe ground right in front of me. I looked wp, and
Chere were Sticks everyiohere .’ 7778}/ were connecled o the tree near me! Now
I wunderstand that sticks come From trees, and 2his got me wondering rrore
about trees. A)/7y are they here? What do Zhey do? And how do healthy Forest
ecosystems play a role in Saving the Bay? My owner and I checked out ry local
Fforest, and we Zurned 2o owur Lrusty compiuder for Some answers.

7o stard with, Forests are a 3reaz‘ place for all dypes of anmals to 2hrive. I
Know about Lhis Arsthand because I see birds, rabéits, sguirrels, and many
other critters when I go for walks Z‘/‘lroagh Che woods. Forests provide food
and shelter for many creatures from insects Zo birds. The 5/193&/‘ the variety of
Species of lrees in patch of woods, ¢he 3reaz‘er the variety of animals that can



/ive there. This variety of’ species is called ‘ Az‘od/\/ehsfiy. i Biodiversity is very
important to our walershed. IF we don ¢ have diverse plant's and anmals, ocr
ecosyslems are more susceptible to disease and extresme weddher. TH'S means
ry arimal Friends may not be able to survive if the Forest is not diverse.

Ancther cool Z‘/?/‘ng about Forests you may cz/ready know is that Chey produce
oxygen for us to breathe. Trees produce oxygen through the process of
PﬁoZ‘oSynZ‘/?e.S/\S . What you may bnoeo 1s that p/loio\syni/?e\s/é /*efafreé Zrees Zo
absord carbon dioxide, a greenfrouse gas. This means that trees resmove carbon
Fronr Zhe aZ‘Mo\Sp/?ere, Md,éfng Chem what are called ‘ carbon 51‘/7,%5. " /4550/‘5/‘/73
carbon dioxide /78//5 Zo reduce the 3/\38/7/]04(58 e-)pfecf, or Che warmfnﬁ of Zhe
planet. Due to /ots of Auman activities like 2he 5&(/*/7//73 of fossi// fuels For
enerqy, Che average 3/0562/ Cemperalure has started to rise. One way Zo rutigate
/ncreczéfng lemperalures 15 Ay p/ani/nﬁ more trees to absord more carbon dioxide.
That's pretty crazy that trees can help save Zhe planet !

As we continued exp/or/ng outside, epjoing all the Ffree oxygen Che Crees were
providing, we started getting Aot. The sun was Aeaz‘/ng down on me, so we lad
dowon in the shade. HAs coe cwere hanging out in the shade, I realized that ¢he
Shade was crealed Ay Zhe trees! Besides ,éee/w‘nﬁ me cool in the hot wed{ﬁer,
Zrees a/so help o ,éeep Streams and rivers cool with the shade Zhey create. This
IS important becawse cold water can hold more oxygen Chan war» water. Ths
means that Rsh and other wundercoater critters can breathe easier in the cool,
oxygendaled codder. That is someting I never wouwld have ¢houg/rt of” before!

The /ast Z‘/I/nﬁ I /Jearned abowt forests Z‘oday has 2o do with Cherr roots. You
may a/reaa/y know that tree roots absord cwdater and nutrients Frorr the soil. But
Zhal ‘5 not all Z‘/?ey do. Koots a/so /78//9 hold soil in p/ace and ,éee/ﬂ iZ From erod/nﬁ.
€roding soil can create Mar,éy water 5}/ INCreasing amounts of’ sediment in our
Streams and rivers. Kootls also help Co #A/ler outl excess nutrients and toxics
pollutants, ,éeep/nﬁ harmtul substances owt of our walerways. Because trees
@re so grea & £ /Z‘er/ng cwdder and holding soil, Zhey rake good butfers betioeen
Streams and potentially harmful human activities. A buffer of trees, known as
a riparian buffer, can absoré polluted runct¥ From wrban areas, #arms, 30/1(’
courses, and even ne{g/}éor/]ooaﬂs before it ends wup in the cdler. 7773y

are amazing 1

Sticks come Fror Crees, and trees rmake me and the entire

That's my Story of our walk in the woods. I learned ¢hat ‘ | '

Chesapeake Bay walershed happy. I 2hink I am going Zo rest
nowo and chew on a Stick. —Avettd the Dog



Investigate
FOREST DIVERSITY
3. Create alist of the different types of trees in a forest near you and draw your favorite one.

List of Trees Favorite Tree

4. Isyour forest biodiverse? Explain why or why not.




FILTRATION IMAGINATION

5. Use your imagination and draw a root system that’s superpower is filtration! Describe or
demonstrate how your root system can protect our waterways.




IN YOUR BACKYARD

6. Think about where you live and the things that you see in your neighborhood. If you could plant
trees in your neighborhood, how would they benefit your neighborhood?

7. Because trees are so important to our ecosystem, what can you do in your backyard or community to
help your local forests thrive?
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